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Give each asset a unique identification number for easy storage of information on the asset.  Attach 
lots of information with as much detail as possible to each identifier.  The unique number must 
contain information of:
 The type of asset, e.g. roads, vehicles, buildings, land.
 The location, e.g. suburb, neighbourhood, ward.
 Whether it is part of a larger asset or asset system, e.g. a pump or pipe that is part of a 

sewage system.

Examples of different types of assets are:
 Network assets, such as water supply, wastewater systems and electricity.  All of which can be 

sorted according to the:
- Street sequential numbers.
- Individual service or property identification.
- Map grid reference or local plan numbers.
- Catchment (for water) numbers.

 Roads may be classified as sealed or unsealed roads.  They can be further sub-classified as 
arterial, collector and local roads.  For network assets such as roads and distribution systems 
like water pipes, assign asset identifiers to parts of the network that will be useful for managing 
the asset, e.g. local roads can be divided up as the portion of road between intersections.

 Apart from the fact that there may be many different kinds of assets within a park, e.g. 
infrastructure, buildings, trees and equipment, there may be many different parks within a 
municipal area.

 A park-identifier can be created as follows:
1. Start with the letter ‘p’ for “parks”.
2. Add a number for each specific park.
3. Add a letter for each type of asset.
4. Add a number for each asset.
5. Add a number for each asset component.

 A storm water or drainage system is made up of components 
with different usable life span and maintenance needs, e.g. 
concrete culverts versus open flood areas in different locations.
A suitable identifier for drainage systems can be built as follows:
1. The letter “f” to designate “flood control”.
2. A code for each catchment.
3. A code for each subsection of each catchment.
4. A number foe each asset.
5. A number for each asset component
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Give each asset a unique number or identifier

An asset 
component is an 

essential part of an 
asset that can be 

separately removed 
and replaced to 
extend the life of 

the asset, e.g. the 
roof of a building.


